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Opposition agreed a selective application of the law 
 
The latest statement by the Opposition regarding fishing issues has completely missed the 
point. The central issue is that the GSD Government agreed with Spanish fishermen that 
the law of Gibraltar would not apply to them in the same way as it applied to everybody 
else. This was totally unacceptable in 1999, is totally unacceptable in 2013 and is directly 
responsible for the situation that Gibraltar faces today. 
 
In other words, far from the fishermen recognising the sovereignty, jurisdiction and control 
of Gibraltar over our territorial sea, what happened is that that jurisdiction was effectively 
suspended in its application to them. The reality therefore is that after so many years of 
breaking the law with impunity under the GSD, it is more difficult for a different 
Government to rein them in and restore normality. 
 
In Opposition, the GSLP/Liberals expressed serious concern at the 1999 deal that was 
struck between Mr Caruana and the Spanish fishermen. It is only logical that once in 
Government that concern should have been addressed. The GSD are free to continue with 
their old policy of selective application of the law or even with the new policy of changing 
the law. It is very curious, incidentally, that this zeal for changing the law in order to adapt 
it to the requirements of Spanish fishermen only came about once the GSD were 
conveniently out of Government and after they had from 1999 until 2011 in which to do it. 
 
It is also important to recall that the incursions by agencies of the Spanish state into British 
Gibraltar Territorial Waters followed the EU designation of those waters at the request of 
Spain as if they were Spanish. This happened when the GSD was in office and at a time 
when relations with Spain were supposed to have improved with the trilateral forum. 
Indeed, it will be recalled that the then Chief Minister Mr Caruana gave the impression that 
the waters issues had somehow been resolved before the visit to Gibraltar of the then 
Spanish Foreign Minister Miguel Angel Moratinos. It was proved by subsequent events 
that this was not the case. 
 
 
 
 



The most serious incursion into the Port and onto the land of Gibraltar itself happened 
when the GSD were still in power and when the fishing agreement was still in place. This 
was in December 2009 when a Spanish Civil Guard RHIB entered the Port of Gibraltar 
and is armed occupants landed on Gibraltar soil with the intention of exercising executive 
authority on our land. There were numerous other incursions at the time when Civil Guard 
vessels stopped Gibraltarians in pleasure craft inside British Gibraltar Territorial Waters 
and requested to be shown the documents of the vessel and its occupants. This reached 
such an extent that at one point the GSD Government asked the owners of pleasure boats 
who were accosted by the Civil Guard to shoot a flare in order to alert the RGP to come 
and assist them. The point is that these, as well as many other incidents, all happened 
following the EU site designation and with the fishing agreement in place. 
 
Moreover, it is a bit rich for the Opposition to suggest that there is more fishing now than 
there was then when fishing activity was not even monitored by them at the time. It is also 
incredible that they should complain that the law is not being upheld when they did not 
even provide the maritime resources to the RGP to be able to do so when they were in 
power and when the fishing agreement per se involved breaking the law! 
 
It is clear that the Opposition do not like it when the public is reminded of their primary 
responsibility in the creation of this problem by doing the deal with the Spanish fishermen 
in 1999. The Opposition will simply not be allowed to airbrush away the manner in which 
they mishandled this issue during their time in Government.  
 


